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The Forest Viola in Poetry and Song and below title

The Forest Viola has long been a favorite for poets and musicians, for its dainty blossoms
and hardiness in difficult habitats provide many aspects for comparison to human activities and
emotions. Even in cultures which do not focus on forest surroundings, the Forest Violaa appears
in songs and poems. From the oral tradition of many clans in ancient Scotland, to the nomadic
tribes of Northern Africa, the Forest Viola is part of the imagery of song. While the Forest Viola
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does not grow in marshes or deserts, people who lives in these places still sing of this small
plant. What is the appeal of the Forest Viola to songwriters and poets of such a wide geographic
range? What characteristics of this plant are most often used in comparisons?
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The transcontinental railroad had opened up this territory and the United States government wanted its citizens to live there. To encourage settlement, the government doubled the acreage a family could homestead from 160 to 320 acres, according to Egan’s research (4). For many
years things were good. The prairie grass was productive for cattle – they “fattened easily” on
the grass (Egan 5). Until, that is, the rain stopped. Then the grasses died, and their shallow roots
no longer could hold onto the soil. The wind didn’t stop, and soon it wasn’t just the dead grass
that was blowing away: it was the earth itself. How could the people stay when not even the dirt
was staying put? According to the film “Surviving the Dust Bowl,” presented on PBS’ American
Experience series, the exodus from the Dust Bowl-destroyed Great Plains was the largest movement of people in the history of the United States. 2.5 million Americans left the southern Great
Plains to escape the Dust Bowl (“Mass Exodus from the Plains”).
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